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Milyan language 


Milyan, also known as Lycian B and previously Lycian 2, is an 
extinct ancient Anatolian language and was the language of the 
Milyae (MiAoai)/ 2 ' or Milyans, also known by the exonyms Solymoi 
(EoAupoi), Solymi and Solymians. The Milyae are believed to have 
preceded the Lycians, Pisidians and Phrygians as the main 
inhabitants of Milyas (now known as Ka§). As the alternate names 
suggest, Milyan is now accorded the status of a separate language, 
but was formerly regarded as a variety of Lycian. 

It is attested from two inscriptions: one of 45 syllables on the so- 
called Xanthian stele (or Xanthian obelisk, found at Xanthos (which 
was known to the Lycians as Arnna ) and another, shorter, inscription 
on a sarcophagus at Antiphellus ( Habessus ). 

Xanthian stele 


The Xanthus inscription in Lycian B (Milyan) is in verse; strophes 
are marked off by the use of ()). The Dutch scholar Alric van den 
Broek also identifies other structural features suggestive of poetry. 

A poetic meter is evident according to van den Broek. Using Ivo 
Hajnal’s definitions of Lycian B syllables, van den Broek suggests 
that there are a significantly high number of word boundaries around 
the 11th, 22nd and 33rd syllables, before the phrase-ending sign <)> 

(that is, on the left side of the sign). Therefore, van den Broek argues, the text is a poem with four lines per 
verse - and the first line is either about seven (six to eight) syllables long, or about 11 (10-12) syllables 
long. The last three lines of each verse are also about 11 (10-12) syllables. Moreover, the meter may include 
a four-syllable pattern, with accents on the first, fifth, and ninth syllables of each verse. 

The phonological implications of van den Broek's model may also fit known features of accent in Lycian, 
Anatolian and Proto-Indo-European.^ 
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